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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2019 

 

MINUTES 

 CHAIRMAN JOSEPH LAPORTE, called the Public Hearing and Regular 

Meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:00 

o’clock, p.m. in the Public Assembly Room at the John Weichsel 

Municipal Center at 196-200 North Main Street, Southington, CT with 

the following members in attendance: 

 

 Erica Byrne, Theodore Cabata & Alicia Novi 

 Ron Bohigian & Christina Volpe, Alternates 

 

 Others: David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner     

  Absent: Robert Salka, Commissioner      

   Jeffrey Gworek & Ryan Rogers, Alternates   

    

 The Chair seated Ron Bohigian for Robert Salka this evening’s 

meeting. A quorum was determined. 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance.  

 

 Vice Chair Novi explained the procedure of the meeting.  Should 

your appeal be approved after presentation, file it with the Town 

Clerk’s Office as soon as you receive formal approval by mail. 

 Paperwork needs to be filed before you start any work. 

 You have one year to begin your project. 

 The Zoning Board of Appeals is a supermajority vote board.  You 

will need four affirmative votes for your appeal to be approved. 

 All public hearings held this evening will be voted on tonight.  

As stated earlier, you will need a supermajority of four to one to 

approve your appeal. 

 Everyone is invited to stay for the regular meeting to hear the 

decision on the presented appeals  
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JOSEPH LAPORTE, Chair, presiding: 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

  Ms. Novi made a motion to approve the Minutes of the previous 

meeting as submitted.  Mr. Cabata seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #6395A, Application of Abil Selmani for a special 

exception to allow a family flock of chickens under Sections 3-01.32B 

& 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 76 Mulberry Street, property of 

Abil & Vjoica Selmani in an R-20/25 zone. 

 

 THE CHAIR:  Please come right on up to the podium. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  State your name and address for the record. 

 MR. SELMANI:  My name is Salem (sp) Selmani.  I am the father of 

Abil.  He is not here at the moment and there is an emergency that is 

overseas.  But I can replace him. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Can you explain what it is he wants? 

 MR. SELMANI: (Pause) 

 THE CHAIR:  Can you explain what it is he wants? 

 MR. SELMANI:  Oh, what he wants.  I do want --- actually I want.  

I live with him and I want it.  For myself – I got a few chickens 

there.   But it was my fault.  I made kind of a mistake.  I had a 

rooster and because of that I got in a little trouble. 

 I got bad circulation.  I got heart problems.  And, I need just 

exercise, going back and forth and that.   

 I took the rooster away. 

 THE CHAIR:  How many chickens do you have? 

 MR. SELMANI:  At the moment we have --- three --- nine chickens 

and two chicks.  Two small ones.  Two little ones. 

 THE CHAIR:  Questions for the applicant? 

 MS. NOVI:  If we were to specify that you could no more than 

eleven chickens would you be okay with that? 

 THE CHAIR:  Twelve. 
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 MS. NOVI: Or twelve.  Twelve chickens.  Would you be okay with 

having no more than twelve? 

 MR. SELMANI:  Oh, it’s enough.  That’s okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions for the applicant? 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Yah. You know that they can’t be running free and 

they have to be in a pen? 

 MR. SELMANI:  Yah.  Actually, I have one piece with a fence on 

all the sides.  And, the top.  The place is about fifteen by sixteen, 

seventeen, somewhere like that. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  That’s where they have to stay.  You can’t let 

them roam around the yard. They have to be in a pen. 

 MR. SELMANI:   Oh, okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, you don’t have a chicken coop here.  Where is 

it?  Two by five? 

 MS. NOVI:  What is it like an enclosure ---- 

 MR. SELMANI:  That’s the chicken coop.  First, I’ve got the pen 

so they can get out. 

 MS. NOVI:  Yah.  Just be careful.  My neighbor’s chickens got out 

and it was very sad. 

 THE CHAIR:   This is the standard request from the chickens. 

 MS. NOVI:  Yah.  

 THE CHAIR:  Anybody here to speak in favor of the applicant?   

Anybody in favor? 

 (No response) 

 Anybody oppose the applicant? 

 Opposed? 

 (No response) 

 If not, this appeal is closed. 
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 B. APPEAL #6396A, Application of GameCraft LLC for a variance 

to allow the issuance of a café liquor license under Sections 1—04 & 

15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 168 Center Street, Suite 106, 

property of Factory Square Associates LLC in an I-1 zone. 

 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  This is similar to the brewery in the same 

building and similar to Crystal Bees. 

 THE CHAIR:  Your name and address for the record? 

 MR. MARION:   Sure, my name is Brody Marion.  My home address is 

244 Naugatuck Avenue, East Hartford, CT. 

 Sorry.  One moment.  I have a power point to go through 

everything here. 

 (Pause, pause) 

 (Undertone comments) 

 I am the representative and co-owner for Gamecraft, LLC. 

 First of all, what is Gamecraft?   We are actually a family owned 

and operated business.   It is based out of Terryville, Connecticut. 

 We want to be Southington’s first classic arcade bar.  Featuring 

a lot of games from the 80’s and 90’s in their vintage upright 

cabinets as well as pinball machines and retro video game consoles. 

 We are also a dedicated craft beer bar.  Our plan is to only 

carry draft beer in cans from only Connecticut and the northeast as a 

whole. 

 So, the owners are myself, my three brothers, Chris, Ryan and 

Brandon.  And, two close co-workers and friends of mine, Lisa Albert 

and Lee Sanford. 

 Most of you probably have this floor layout already on hand, but 

this is just an example drawing showing how many games we will be 

having, too small to see on the power point. 

 The plan is to have seating in the center of the entire business 

with the games kind of surrounding the perimeter to allow as much 

space as possible to fill this with as many classics as we possibly 

can. 

 So, for our hardship, what we need is a large open floor plan 

kind of like an empty box for us to play with.  A lot of the machines 

are pretty big and heavy and hard to move around so we need a lot of 

space for those to work. 



Zoning Board of Appeals July 23, 2019 
 

5 
 

 We also wanted that could naturally provide soundproofing and 

prevent sunlight.  This building is perfect for it.  We don’t want 

glares on the machines because that can actually ruin someone’s play 

experience. 

 We also have a great option here with this location so we don’t 

have to worry about an upstairs tenant causing any disruption. 

 This is a reuse that is pretty similar to other businesses in the 

area and as well within the building such as Witchdoctor Brewing. 

 THE CHAIR:  What’ve you got, about forty seats? 

 APPLICANT:  Um, yes.  If you are not counting the bar.  We have 

twelve seats at the bar but if you are not counting those, that would 

be forty, yes.  Fifty-two if you count the bar. 

 So, the hardship continued.  This is a little map here to show 

exactly where we are.  The proposed use is generally the same as what 

is going on in the downtown area and the building as a whole. 

 The building has also got away from industrial uses with 

breweries and escape rooms and other small businesses entering it.  

And, it is currently zoned as an I-1 between the central business zone 

and the Greenway Commons project. 

 This is just the proposed use for our business hours as of now.  

The time we will be open is later in the day until the evening with 

exceptions being the weekend.  We’ll open as early as we can ---- 

 THE CHAIR:  Can you say the hours? 

 APPLICANT:   The hours? 

 THE CHAIR:  On the application. 

 APPLICANT:  Absolutely.   Monday, four pm to eleven pm.  Tuesday, 

four pm to eleven pm.  Wednesday, four pm to eleven pm.  Thursday, 

four pm to twelve midnight.  Friday, four pm to two am.  Saturday, 

eleven am to two am.  Sunday, eleven am to eleven pm. 

 And, to be clear, we will be family friendly.  However, since we 

are going for a café liquor license, you will have to be accompanied 

by a parent or guardian to be allowed entrance if you are not twenty-

one years old. 

 MS. NOVI: I’m sorry, can you go back one.  I just need to have 

the hours. 

 APPLICANT:  Sure.  No problem. 

 MS. NOVI:  Thank you. 

 APPLICANT:  No problem. 
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 So, for seating, to go back to your questions, we’re planning on 

having two large picnic tables that will easily seat twelve people 

apiece. 

 Four high-tops with four apiece and twelve bar seats which leads 

to a total of fifty-two seats in the business area. 

 THE CHAIR:  Now, you say, there are going to be young people 

there, too, under twenty-one? 

 APPLICANT:  They will be allowed in up to a certain point in the 

evening and again they will have to be accompanied by someone who is 

twenty-one and up and is a parent or legal guardian. 

 MS. VOLPE:  Excuse me.  What is the proposed hour cutoff time for 

under twenty-one to be allowed into the establishment? 

 APPLICANT:  We are currently going with seven pm.  We’re going to 

be flexible on that though just because we want to see how that 

actually plays out with our client base. 

 If we run into a problem with people trying to get in – like it 

is a (inaudible) with families and we’re willing to be flexible on it.  

But for a start we’ll say seven pm. 

 THE CHAIR:  Who is going to be policing as far as the under 

twenty-one because they can just come right in. 

 MS. NOVI:  Well, they have to come in with somebody. 

 APPLICANT:  They have to be with an adult and also after that 

seven pm cut off, they are going to have IDs checked at the door.  No 

questions asked about that. 

 MS. VOLPE:  I think that is great, but considering traffic 

downtown and how many youthful kids are around there on any given 

night, especially like a Wednesday night with Music on the Green, I 

would just have those hours posted very visibly at every entrance. 

 APPLICANT:  Oh, absolutely!  That’s going to be posted, hours of 

entrance on our website, social media, everywhere we can make that 

clear so we don’t turn people away.  That also makes it like us not 

doing, but we also obviously want to protect ourselves and make sure 

that we are doing this properly.  And, people are aware of what our 

policy is. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  This is more for the Chairman.  Wasn’t there 

something where we did one and didn’t, they have to have food at the 

place and that’s when they had some type of a --- they had some kind 

of a van or something, truck. 

 APPLICANT:  We will have food.  I will get to that shortly. 

That’s next up. 
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 MR. BOHIGIAN: Okay.  I’m sorry. 

 APPLICANT:  No problem.  That is this one right here.  So just 

for an idea, when people walk in, the bar and games are --- the bar is 

straight ahead and the games will be surrounding the walls as well as 

the seating area in the center.  That’s to allow the perimeter for the 

games. 

 At the counter, that’s where you will go to get any of the beer 

or cans that are available.  We are a craft beer bar first, so 

cocktails are available.  Limited.  As well as wine.  We plan on 

serving in three sizes, ten, sixteen and twenty ounces.  That’s 

completely dependent on the strength of the beer.  IPA, we are not 

giving someone a sixteen ounce. 

 And, on the food point, we are actually pretty fortunate.  Our 

neighbors at Paul Gregory’s is actually premaking food for us.  So, we 

are essentially buying from them and reselling which is actually very 

similar to what Witchdoctor does. 

 I mean, as for us to actually have food on the premises, there 

will be some simple snacks and sandwiches.  Whatever is on their menu 

we can also carry.  Cookies. 

 Everything is premade and wrapped.  We don’t have a formal 

kitchen but food will be available on site. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:   You said cocktails.  So, you are going to have 

liquor also there? 

 APPLICANT:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Let’s get back to the sound.   Outside you are no 

gong to hear this, this noise.  Outside the building. 

 APPLICANT:  Oh, no.   I am not concerned about that.  The one 

thing we talked about is actually letting people hear the games 

they’re playing which means the music won’t overpower that. 

 The music is going to be kept at a minimum, anyways.  We are not 

a club.  Nothing like that.  We actually want people to enjoy the 

gaming experience and if we blast music that kind of takes away from 

it.  So, we are intentionally keeping that to a minimum. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Any more questions for the applicant? 

 APPLICANT:   Am I out of time? 

 MS. NOVI:  Keep going! 

 APPLICANT:  Just a couple of minor things.   So, our (inaudible) 

are going to work on a token system.  Similar to the Barcade in New 

Haven.  I don’t know if you’ve ever been. 
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 The console games at the bar and there is an additional spot to 

play games in the corner.  Those are all free to play.  Just available 

for people to pick up and have fun with. 

 We’ll have some board games available for people sitting at the 

picnic tables and high tops.   Simple things like that. 

 And, two more slides.  Sorry. 

 We want to run some local game tournaments to get the community a 

little bit engaged with some friendly competition.  Meet friends and 

have a good time. 

 Also, Trivia would be great.  Theme Trivia like Nintendo, Comics, 

Marvel.  All that kind of stuff to get a draw in. 

 And, I actually run a lot of races in Connecticut.  I would love 

to have a run club right outside because we are right on the trail.  

I’ll have to work on that.  That will be my thing.  I would love to 

have something like that because I’ve always wanted to do it and we 

are right there.  It’s a perfect chance for me.  So, why not try it. 

 And, last for control, we will have signs saying you can’t bring 

anything outside of our premises.  Obviously, not allowed no open 

containers, nothing like that is permitted outside of where we are 

operating. 

 After seven, like we said, that cutoff, IDs are checked at the 

door.  Before seven they will be checked whenever someone tries to 

order and anybody over twenty-one is going to get a stamp.  If you 

don’t have a stamp, you can’t get served. 

 We are always going to have at least two people working there so 

one is behind the bar and one on the floor just in case there is ever 

a problem.  We don’t need more than two. 

 That’s it. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any more questions for the applicant?  I will say one 

thing:  you covered all of your bases. 

 APPLICANT:  Thank you very much.  Rather conservative.  So --- 

 THE CHAIR:  Anybody to speak in favor of the applicant? 

In favor? 

 (No response) 

 Anybody opposed to the applicant?   Opposed? 

 (No response) 

 If not, this appeal is closed. 
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 C. APPEAL #6397A, Application of GameCraft LLC for a 

speciation exception to allow the issuance of a café liquor license 

under Sections 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 168 Center 

Street, Suite 106, property of Factory Square Associates LLC in an I-1 

zone. 

 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  This is a special exception required for a café a 

liquor service in the Factory Square building and I ask that all the 

information from Item B carry through to Item C.   So, you don’t have 

to repeat our presentation. 

 (Undertone comments) 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I have a question.  We have seen some of these 

types of places are kind of the open concept if you want to say.  

There was something around the bar area that kind of segregated it 

against the other (inaudible) and people couldn’t get into that 

section unless they were twenty-one so there is no co-mingling. 

 APPLICANT:  So, you are referring to some kind of literal barrier 

between the bar seating versus the rest. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Correct. 

 You have only two people in there and you expect them to – it’s 

kind of difficult if the place is packed.  You have a bartender and 

someone running the front.  You know? 

 APPLICANT:  Of course, yes. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Just a question.  That’s all. 

 APPLICANT:  As of now I don’t think we have any plans to putting 

a literal barrier up in that area.  The best we can do is if you are 

not twenty-one and up, you cannot sit at the bar.  That’s a given.  

You are going to have to have a stamp just to sit there. 

 And, as soon as someone sits down, the bartenders will be trained 

to know like if there they are old enough.  If they are not, we’ll 

have to ask them to go sit in the general seating area, the picnic 

tables, the high tops.  Of course, they can play the games, as well.  

No limitations on that. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Other places --- take Slider’s, they have like a 

corridor and to get in there, they really watch you.  Families sit 

around the outside more. 

 Especially with the gaming.  Just a thought. 

 APPLICANT:  Of course, yes.  It is something that we’ll have to 

keep very close track of.  We don’t want to have that problem. 
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 THE CHAIR:  Anybody else have any questions for the applicant? 

 MS. VOLPE:  I have a quick question just going off of that, is 

alcohol only going to be served at the bar?  So, you have to come up 

to the bar to get your drink?  Or will you be served at the tables, as 

well? 

 APPLICANT:  We are actually borrowing heavily from how breweries 

operate which we’re actually, if you notice on the floor plan there is 

a blank spot where there are no seats? 

 MS. VOLPE:  Yup. 

 APPLICANT:  We are actually going to designate that as an actual 

“Order Here” spot which is very similar to how a lot of breweries 

operate.  There is a formal line where people want to order. 

 So, you can’t just come up behind the counter and ask for 

something.  It has to go through that venue --- not venue.  That 

point. 

 MS. VOLPE:  So just to clarify, everyone who is ordering an 

alcoholic beverage needs to walk up to the bar or to this ordering 

place in order to get it. 

 APPLICANT:  Yes. 

 MS. VOLPE:  Thank you. 

 APPLICANT:  Unless of course if they are sitting at the bar, 

they’ll have bar service. 

 MS. VOLPE: Yes.  Right. 

 APPLICANT:  But that spot, if you are just playing games and not 

seated at the bar, you will have to go there, yes. 

 MS. VOLPE: Great. 

 THE CHAIR:  Now, you said it was going to be in cans? 

 APPLICANT:  Cans and draft. Well, sixteen on draft and as many 

cans as we can try to carry for variety. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  So, to get back to your last statement, so you go 

up to a prompter and order and then what happens?  The waiter or 

waitress comes and    brings you that or do you go to the bar to pick 

it up? 

 APPLICANT:   If they were in front of the counter to order, we 

wouldn’t respond.  It would be a transaction that is fully processed 

right there.  And, you are handed it right on the spot.  There is no 

delivery.  It’s all handled right there. 
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 MR. BOHIGIAN:  If you are ordering at the bar, you can order at 

the bar. 

 APPLICANT:  No. 

 MS. NOVI:  I think it is like kiosk with a --- not a kiosk but it 

is a spot that is not the bar that you can go to.  A person who is 

working there, you can get food and drink.  And, there is a person 

there and you’d have to show your ID. 

 MS. VOLPE:  Is that just for the beers? 

 Just for the craft beers?  Or is that going to be for the 

cocktails?  I would consider that, maybe, because that is more 

traditional to a brewery, right?  Just the beer. 

 APPLICANT:  Well, most don’t have cocktails in the mix.  So, it’s 

going to be all from that point. 

 MS. VOLPE:  We’re getting real fancy out here.  I would consider 

that. 

 APPLICANT:  It is going to be all from that one point basically.  

Unless again you are seated which is different.  

 But yes, you can order anything from that point of sales spot. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Mr. Chairman?   Could I just ask you to point that 

out, where that it is on the diagram? 

 APPLICANT:  Absolutely. 

 (Approached the bench) 

 (Discussion) 

 APPLICANT:  A spot where the bartender can order and they can pay 

right there and go about their business doing whatever they want.  

Whatever they want is play games. 

 (Chuckles) 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I was just more concerned with it being regulated 

and someone can see stamp. 

 APPLICANT:  Yes. So anytime they have to go there, if they don’t 

have a stamp already, they are going to be checked right then and 

there. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Okay. 

 APPLICANT:  That’s kind of our way of making sure that people are 

of age. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Thank you. 
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 APPLICANT:  Absolutely. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any more questions for the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 Have you finished your presentation? 

 APPLICANT:  Sorry? 

 THE CHAIR:  Have you finished your presentation? 

 APPLICANT:  Yes. 

 THE CHAIR:  Anybody here to speak in favor of the applicant?   

In favor of the applicant? 

 (No response) 

 Anybody opposed to the applicant?   Opposed? 

 (No response) 

 If not, this appeal is closed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Zoning Board of Appeals July 23, 2019 
 

13 
 

 

 D. APPEAL #6398A, Application of James Brabham for a special 

exception to allow motor vehicle sales/service under Sections 4-03.32B 

& 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 1909 Meriden Waterbury Tpke., 

property of Meriden Waterbury Road 1909 LLC in a B zone. 

 

 THE CHAIR:   Name and address for the record, please? 

 APPLICANT:  My home address or business address? 

 THE CHAIR:  Yes. 

 APPLICANT:  It is 63 Root Avenue in Ansonia, CT.  

 THE CHAIR:  What was that? 

 APPLICANT:  It is 63 Root Avenue, Ansonia, CT. 

 THE CHAIR:  You can explain what it is you want. 

 APPLICANT: It is basically what we have now is basically a 

European automotive car club.  We do a lot of work within the club.   

We’d like to be able to start charging for that.  And taking on maybe 

a little bit more high-end car.    

 We kind of have a reputation in the area for doing good work on 

those vehicles. 

 We also get some of those cars, people don’t feel like investing 

more money into it.  Repairs get kind of expensive.  So, we do pick 

them up cheap sometimes.   So, we would be able to sell them here and 

there.    

 Sales isn’t really our focal point.  We would like to be able to, 

you know, if we waned to have a couple for sale, we’d like to do that, 

as well.  But our focal point will mainly be repair work. 

 THE CHAIR:  Now, how many cars would you have for sale? 

 APPLICANT:  I’d say no more than --- typically at a time, I would 

say probably two to four and no more than maybe six. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, all of your work would be done inside? 

 APPLICANT:  Right. 

 THE CHAIR:  No storage outside? 

 APPLICANT: No storage outside. 

 THE CHAIR:  And no work to be done outside. 

 APPLICANT:  No work to be done outside. 
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 We won’t be painting, either.  We outsource paint work.  We don’t 

paint.  So ---- 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I have a question on this drawing.  There is some 

yellow.  And, then the rest of it is white.  Are those, all those 

spaces available? 

 THE CHAIR:  Just the yellow ones. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Just the yellow? 

 APPLICANT:  Correct.  Just the yellow. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Thank you. 

 THE CHAIR:  Your hours of operation? 

 APPLICANT: The hours of operation would be Monday thru Friday, 

eight am to five pm.  Saturday, eight am to four pm.  We’d be closed 

on Sunday. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any questions for the applicant? 

 MR. CABATA:  Just, as the club works now, how much more inventory 

do you think you’re going to get doing the sales and service?  Do you 

expect it to pick up because of this or is it more of a convenience to 

the customers already coming in? 

 APPLICANT:  Well, we expect to be able to handle a little bit 

more work.  We turn down a lot of work it is because we are basically 

doing it in our driveways.  And, we just kind of do it for certain 

people.  More like favors.  We turn a lot.  We just don’t have the 

space or the room or anything.  As many people reach out to us, we 

know we could do a decent amount.   

 But we are not going to be doing oil changes and brake pads and 

stuff like that.  Most of jobs are kind of complicated and lengthy. 

 A lot of our jobs take weeks.  Half that time we are waiting for 

parts a lot of the time.    

 So, we won’t be taking on a lot of cars at a time, basically. 

 THE CHAIR:  Do you have any of your cars there now? 

 APPLICANT:  We have personal vehicles stored in there now.  The 

vehicles that are there now are our own and they’re stored inside. 

 I have one of my personal cars in there and my business partner 

he also has one that’s personal. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  The question that I have for you is you have six 

spaces that you can use for selling cars. 

 APPLICANT:  Correct. 
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 MR. BOHIGIAN: Where are the cars like that have people coming in 

to work right, where are they going to park and then what happens when 

you finish a car, where do you park that car? 

 APPLICANT:  Well, we have a lot of storage space inside.  We have 

twenty-two hundred square feet.  We can fit a lot of cars in there.  

We don’t typically work on a lot of cars. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Now, we’ve had some things in the past where you 

know, they only have so many cars and then there’s people drop off 

cars and then there’s four or five cars outside. 

 APPLICANT:  Right.  We don’t plan on having people drop their 

cars off unless we can get to it.  We are not going to be just piling 

cars up if we’re too tied up.  We just won’t take a job. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Are you taking over the whole building?  The whole 

building?  The whole premises? 

 APPLICANT:  We are not taking the whole building.  Our intention 

and I’ve spoken with the owner, Andy, is to eventually get the whole 

building but we don’t know how long that is going to take.  So, it 

could be a while.  So, for now, we’ll use what we have. 

 THE CHAIR:  So, there’s like thirty cars there now.  Are they all 

his?  

 APPLICANT:  Yah, they are all his.  He has some type of . . . 

 MS. BYRNE:   Right.  So, what   is the plan for those cars?  I 

looked like they were taking up quite a lot of the frontage space on 

Meriden Waterbury Turnpike. 

 APPLICANT:  A couple of those spaces are mine.     We’ve asked to 

get a couple more. We’re working on that.  But for now, we asked him 

to clean it up a little bit.   

 If this works out, he is said that he is basically going to take 

his cars in the front and he has more in the very back of that lot, 

more space back where the tow truck is.  He plans on stacking those 

cars that are in the front in the back.  Just having the whole front 

basically be cars. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions for the applicant? 

 MS. VOLPE:  I’m sorry.  First day all of these questions. 

 So, currently the way you kind of expressed it is that it seemed 

like a lot of clients that reach out to you.  Do you plan on doing 

advertising or any external advertising on the structure? 

 APPLICANT:  On the structure, no. 
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 MS. VOLPE:  So, like putting a sign out or --- 

 APPLICANT:  A sign, yes. 

 MS. VOLPE:  Okay. 

 APPLICANT:  Advertising on the front of the building. 

 MS. VOLPE:  Great.  And, then my second follow up question is are 

you going to be seeking state licenses or are you currently licensed 

to be selling used cars out of there? 

 APPLICANT:  We are currently seeking it. 

 MS. VOLPE:  Oh.  And, for the space as well to do European auto 

repair inside there.  Currently seeking licensure? 

 APPLICANT:  Yes.  We are currently seeking it. 

 MS. VOLPE:  Great. 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions? 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  One last one and I’ll leave you alone. 

 (Chuckles) 

 APPLICANT:  No problem. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  On this drawing, right?  It’s pretty, you know, 

with the spaces and stuff.  Where would you say that he is going to 

put those cars once you get the frontage?  Back here? 

 APPLICANT:  Yup.  And, all of this right here is all where the 

tow truck is right now and right here.  This is all empty.  A lot of 

space over there. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Is that part of his approval – 

 APPLICANT:  No.  He’d have to change is approval for that. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Correct.  You see, that’s –-- 

 MS. NOVI:  But that is not before us right now because he’s only. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Just something to keep an eye on. 

 APPLICANT:  He does have, on these spaces right here, he has a 

lot of space to move the cars off the front.  There’s a lot of open 

parking where you can move the cars off the front. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  While we have this, you know, it’s going to 

happen.  We’ve done these things in the past and it was a bit chaotic, 

that’s all. 

 THE CHAIR:  Have you finished your presentation? 
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 APPLICANT:  Yes, sir. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Anybody here to speak in favor of the 

applicant?   

 In favor? 

 (No response) 

 Anybody here opposed to the applicant?  Opposed? 

 (No response) 

 If not, this appeal is closed. 
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CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #6386A, Application of Kulwant S. Samra for a 

variance to allow 496 sf pavilion where 260 sf is allowed under 

Sections 2-01.A.A1 & 15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 242 Loper Street 

Rear, property of Kulwant S. Samra in an R-20/25 zone. 

  

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Mr. Chairman, the continued public hearing, Appeal 

#6385A, has been withdrawn.  We did receive a letter from the 

applicant’s representative. 

 

 WITHDRAWN. 

 

 

 

7:30 o’clock, p.m.  
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A. APPEAL #6395A, Application of Abil Selmani for a special 

exception to allow a family flock of chickens under Sections 3-01.32B 

& 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 76 Mulberry Street, property of 

Abil & Vjoica Selmani in an R-20/25 zone. 

 Ms. Novi made a motion to approve Appeal #6395A with 

stipulations. 

 

Stipulations: 

 - No more than twelve chickens. 

 - No roosters. 

 

 Mr. Cabata seconded. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 
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 B. APPEAL #6396A, Application of GameCraft LLC for a variance 

to allow the issuance of a café liquor license under Sections 1—04 & 

15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 168 Center Street, Suite 106, 

property of Factory Square Associates LLC in an I-1 zone. 

 

 Mr. Cabata made a motion to approve Appeal #6396A with 

stipulations. 

 

Stipulations: 

 - Twelve seats at the bar. 

 - Fifty-two seats total. 

 - Hours of operation are: 

  .   Monday, four pm to eleven pm.  Tuesday, four pm to 

eleven pm.  Wednesday, four pm to eleven pm.  Thursday, four pm to 

twelve midnight.  Friday, four pm to two am.  Saturday, eleven am to 

two am.  Sunday, eleven am to eleven pm. 

 - Along with the business practices presented in the power 

point presentation.    

 

 Ms. Byrne seconded. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 
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 C. APPEAL #6397A, Application of GameCraft LLC for a 

speciation exception to allow the issuance of a café liquor license 

under Sections 11-04 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 168 Center 

Street, Suite 106, property of Factory Square Associates LLC in an I-1 

zone. 

 Mr. Cabata made a motion to approve Appeal #6397A with the same 

stipulations as noted on the previous appeal, #6396A. 

  

 Ms. Novi seconded. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 
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 D. APPEAL #6398A, Application of James Brabham for a special 

exception to allow motor vehicle sales/service under Sections 4-03.32B 

& 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 1909 Meriden Waterbury Tpke., 

property of Meriden Waterbury Road 1909 LLC in a B zone. 

 

 Ms. Novi made a motion to approve Appeal #6398A with 

stipulations. 

 

Stipulations: 

 - That there be no more than six cars for sale at one time. 

 - All work to be done inside. 

 - No outside storage. 

 - Hours of operation: 

  Monday thru Friday eight am to five pm and Saturday eight 

am to four pm.  Closed on Sunday. 

 

 Mr. Bohigian seconded. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 
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CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 

 A. APPEAL #6386A, Application of Kulwant S. Samra for a 

variance to allow 496 sf pavilion where 260 sf is allowed under 

Sections 2-01.A.A1 & 15-04 of the Zoning Regulations, 242 Loper Street 

Rear, property of Kulwant S. Samra in an R-20/25 zone. 

 Item withdrawn during the public hearing portion of the meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS/ MISCELLANEOUS 

 Mr. Lavallee advised there are a few items for next time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Ms. Novi made a motion to adjourn which Ms. Byrne seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:34 o’clock, p.m.) 

 

 

    Joseph LaPorte, Chairman 


